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complete defeat of Prince Milan's army, and the
Porte refused to grant peace except on the most
onerous terms. The negotiations begun by England
were hindered by the proclamation of the Prince as
King of Servia at Deligrad on the i6th of September
at the suggestion of General Tchernaieff, and the war
went on as before. The capture of Alexinac and
Deligrad by the Turks left the road to Belgrade at
their mercy, and the Servian troops, with the excep-
tion of the artillerymen, became utterly disorganised.
An armistice was arranged by the intervention of
the Powers, and while Montenegro continued the
struggle, Servia made peace with Turkey on the ist of
March, 1877. The war, so far as Prince Milan was
concerned, had produced no material result, for the
position before it had commenced was maintained.
Russia had saved Servia by a timely ultimatum from
the consequences of her defeats, and, thanks to the
Powers, no loss of territory and no war indemnity
were inflicted upon hen

When, in Prince Milan's words, v* the defence of
the holy cause had passed into stronger hands " and
Russia declared war against the Sultan, Servia, from
fear of Austria, refrained for some months from
taking part in the struggle. She looked on while
the Roumanians invested Plevna, and it was not till
December that the Prince resumed hostilities. In-
voking the names of " the old heroes of Takovo/' he
crossed the frontier on this second campaign. The
result was much more favourable to Servia than that
of the first. In spite of severe losses from the ice
and snow one detachment won a decisive victory at